[Guidelines for the management of HCV infection in HIV-infected patients. Istituto Nazionale per le Malattie Infettive Lazzaro Spallanzani].
It is crucial to ensure an optimal clinical management of HCV infection in HIV-co-infected persons. The reasons for the development of guidelines on HCV-infection treatment in HIV-infected persons arise from the need for a standardised management of HIV/HCV coinfection in our Institute. The aim of these guidelines are: to clarify principles of clinical management of HCV infection in HIV-infected patients to care-providers; to improve the awareness of HIV-infected patients cared for our Institute on current management of HCV infection; to improve the quality of care on this topic. These guidelines, based on Evidence based Medicine principles, have been developed by a panel of experts, who conducted a systematic review of the literature, mainly taking into account current international recommendations. In the present document, the most frequent clinical presentation occurring in the management of HIV/HCV co-infected patients at our Institution are discussed. The adherence to present guidelines and their effectiveness at our Institution, outcome indicators will be evaluated. The present guidelines cannot entirely substitute the judgement of an expert clinician. However, adherence to these guidelines will contribute to the improvement of the standard of care of HIV/HCV-co-infected persons.